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2nd Annual Books On Tap Fundraiser
Scheduled For September, 2016
The Friends of the Macon County Public
Library will be hosting the 2nd Annual “Books on
Tap” fundraiser for the Macon County Public Library on Thursday, September 22nd from 5:308:00pm at the Lazy Hiker Brewing Company in
Franklin, NC.
You can help the Friends in their fundraising
efforts for the Library. And have fun while you’re
doing it!  “We are excited to have the Books
on Tap fundraiser at Lazy Hiker Brewing.  As a
Library Trustee, I realize what it means to have
a quality Library,” says Jordan.  “I hope you will
join me in supporting this important community
resource.  Buy a ticket and come out on September 22nd, to celebrate YOUR library.”  Last
year’s Books on Tap event raised $5100. These
funds were used to replace aging computers for
the public to use in the Library.
Tickets for this year’s event can be purchased
at the Macon County Public Library, the Friends
of the Library Bookstore, Books Unlimited,
Franklin Chamber of Commerce, and the Lazy
Hiker Brewing Company.
Tickets are $25 per person in advance or $30
at the door. Each ticket includes 2 glasses of
craft beer or 2 glasses of wine (or 1 of each); 2
soft drinks or water. Finger food will be served.
In addition to food and drinks, there will also
be a 50/50 raffle and plenty of fun! Raffle tickets
are $1 each or 6 for $5 and you do not have
to be present to win. If you’re not familiar with
50/50 raffles, you’re in for a “cash” surprise!

Look Inside....
-Computer Area Opened
-We Remember
-Volunteers Recognized
-Summer Programs Recapped
               and much more!
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Words from the President....
So much activity has taken place at the Book Store and
Library this summer. ..Summer Reading Program with lots of
reading and great activities included the entertaining Professor Whizzpop and a traveling Shakespeare troupe performing
the Complete works of William Shakespeare.  Animals were a
big hit this summer with the North Carolina Museum of Natural
Sciences’ Animal Tracks program, Appalachian Bear Rescue,
and the Balsam Nature Center.  Safe Kids of Macon County
featured their Hot Car demonstration to remind everyone that
cars get too hot to leave anyone inside – temperatures rose to
over 170 degrees! You can also check this issue of the FOLIO
for some of the events coming up this fall for children, teen,
and adults.
The Book Store has been very busy with increased book
sales and lots, and lots of donations.   They, too, have hosted
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a program hosting English as Second Language students
touring the Book Store.     Remember,  becoming a member
of the Friends of the Library helps to fund these programs.  
Remember to put this date in your calendar…September 22,
2016, for our second Books on Tap. If you were not able to
come last year, you have another chance to join us in this
fundraising event.       
Ann McCormick

Life Membership:
Become A Friend for Life
And Give a Decade of Books

A Life Membership in the Friends of the Library is a living tribute.  Through the Friends and the Macon County Public
Library endowment, your contribution will enrich the Library’s
collection.  It will provide income for a new book every year for
ten years. You can choose any subject or author that interests
you, and we’ll select a book each year to place in the Library’s
collection.  That book will have a nameplate in your honor, or you
can choose to honor or remember someone special to you.  Your
name will also be placed on the Friends’ Life Membership Plaque
in the lobby of the new Library.
Since 2002, books ranging from gardening to sports to poetry are available because of Friends of the Library Life Members.  
Through the generosity of Life Members, there are more books
for young readers, books by Southern authors, books about
homeschooling, and books about Hispanic culture.  Hundreds of
books have been added to the collection and that number keeps
on growing.  
Even if you’re already a member of the Friends of the
Library, consider becoming a Life Member.  Your support makes
the difference between having an adequate Public Library and an
outstanding one.  

New Members

Danny & Leonard Bernstein
Miles Gregory
Joanne Odenal
Jerry Sutton
Tammy Walker
Velsa Hansen
Kathy Parkhill & Clair Morgan
Wanda & Tye Hunter
New Life Members
Teresa Bouchonnet
Membership Report
Individual................................................................... 84
Double....................................................................... 47
Family....................................................................... 23
Corporate ................................................................... 1
Patron......................................................................... 5
Life............................................................................ 80
Total Members........................................................ 240
Estimated Membership..........................................310*

3rd Quarter. 2016

FOLIO

Page 

FOL Annual Meeting Held June 5th

Refreshments greeted guests who attended the Friends of
the Library (FOL) Annual Meeting, held in the living room of the
Library on June 5th.  Guests were then invited into the Computer
Lab where Kevin Corbin, representing County Commissioners
cut a ribbon held by Lenny Jordan and Charles Gorgoglione,
members of the Library Board. The ribbon cutting took place
in celebration of the 13 new computers placed in the Library’s
Computer Lab, partially funded by County Commissioners and
the Friends of the Library.
The business meeting followed, with a welcome by FOL Vice
President, Sally Dyar.  She introduced Friends of the Library
Board members to the guests and then asked that Vicki Ditmeyer
and Gene Young be elected to serve for two more years as Directors. The vote was affirmative. She then recognized Margaret
Andrews, Bookstore Administrator, for winning a special State
award as a long-time volunteer in service to Libraries in North
Carolina. She also introduced Past President Annette Floreani,
who gave a report on the renovation of the new Friends’ Bookstore space.
Librarian Karen Wallace then spoke briefly about the role of
the Friends of the Library in supporting and promoting Library interests.  One of the programs that the Library provides, and FOL
monies support, is the Reading Rover.  Mrs. Wallace introduced
Deanna Lyles, Outreach Services Librarian, who drives the Reading Rover to Pre-Schools in the surrounding area. The Rover is
a self-contained air-conditioned bus stocked with shelving and
reading materials appropriate for preschoolers and their teachers
to check out.  Ms. Lyles explained the process of visiting class-

Remember When…?

It’s hard to believe that is has been 10 years since FOL and other supporters of the MCPL were raising funds for the new library
building. As time passes, we find the ever-present need to replace
equipment and materials as they wear out. FOL continues to work
at raising funds to help our Library provide valuable services to our
community.

rooms so children may be exposed to a wide variety of reading
materials at an early age.  The FOL Board members believe access to printed materials provided by the Rover will enhance the
children’s literacy outcomes for a lifetime.
Mrs. Dyar reminded members of the limited number of tickets that will be available for the FOL Books on Tap fundraiser
event, to be held September 22nd at the Lazy Hiker.  Tickets for
the Thursday evening event will be $25 each, for an enjoyable
evening of chatting with friends, and sampling homemade hors
d’oeuvres and Lazy Hiker drinks.
The meeting was adjourned and guests were then invited to
tour the Reading Rover parked outside the Library and to visit
the Meeting Room to see a video loop featuring presentations
by young people involved in the Worthy Leaders program.  Local
students had selected leaders they admire, local people, historical figures or leaders from around the world to research and write
about.  

Library Board Member Lenny Jordan, County Commissioner
Chairman Kevin Corbin and Board Member Charles Gorgoglione
cut the ribbon for the Library’s expanded computer lab.

This plaque will be placed at the Macon County Public
Library in memory of our friend and co-worker, Amy Patton Miltner.  The plaque will accompany the tree and canoe
bench already in place near the children’s garden. Installation will take place on September 6th in recognition of the
anniversary of her birth.
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Summer Reading Program Hosts 800 Kids

Over 800 children registered for this year’s summer reading
program, “On Your Mark, Get Set, Read!”  During the summer, children attending story times ,programs and enjoyed a
variety of activities.  They transformed into star athletes with
programs supported by local organizations, such as Franklin
Health & Fitness Center, Abel Wellness, Danny Antoine’s Martial Arts Academy, and the Macon County Soccer Club.  
The children also enjoyed programs done by the Ronald
McDonald, the NC Museum of Natural Sciences, Appalachian
Bear Rescue, the Balsam Nature Center, Safe Kids of Macon
County, Professor WhizzPop, and many others.  The children
continued to enjoy the children’s garden which is now in its
fourth year.  The children planted and harvested onions, lettuce, cucumbers, tomatoes, and zucchini.  and used it during
several cooking programs Thanks to a generous donation
from The Fun Factory, children who read at least 15 minutes

Teens/Tweens Read
Almost 12,000 Minutes

“Get in the Game—Read,” the Tween/Teen Summer Programming, wrapped up on July 28th, with a teen-suggested,
“Minute to Win-It,” competition.  Participants challenged themselves with tasks in which they had a minute to complete. If
successful, they received a point. Challenges included stacking
cups, rolling a ping pong ball down a tape measure into a cup,
transferring cotton balls via their nose and petroleum jelly into
a bowl, balancing dice on a tongue depressor and the crowd
favorite, head bowling.  “It was a lot of fun! It was also challenging. I really enjoyed how intense it would get and if somebody
messed up (including myself), they would try to do it again
before time ran out and not give up. Everyone definitely ‘’Got in
the game!’’ said participant, Anna Lapp.
                  
Tweens, teens and college-age young people enjoyed varied
programs this summer, with a focus on sports ,games, health
and fitness. A Reading Contest was held, in which participants
competed both individually and in teams to see who read the
most in June and July. This year, participants read a total of 32,
976 minutes. Third place was Shelbie George, second was Cadence Houser and first place Jo Loewy. Winners received gift
bags of prizes, books and gift cards . The Reading Team Winner was “Reading Force” with a total of 11, 501 minutes read!
Macon Library offers tween, teen and young adult programming and events each summer. The library also offers programming during the school year.  The Teen Advisory Group Members help decide what programs the library should offer and
what books and materials they should order and how to make
the library a better place for tweens, teens and young adults.
Anime Club meets on the last Thursday of every month from
4:00-6:00 and watches anime shows, learns about Japanese
culture and much more. EPIC, the collaborative drama, art and
writing based program, also plans to meet in the upcoming year
to make plans for future events.  New participants are always
welcome in any program! For questions or more information,
or to be added to the e-mail list,  please e-mail maconteens@
fontanalib.org.

a day for 7 weeks over the summer received a certificate to
The Factory for 1 free attraction + 5 video game credits + $5
bonus!
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Bookstore News....

The FOL Bookstore has been very
busy this summer.  We have enjoyed
and welcomed back out out-of-state
friends.”
We have acquired three new volunteers, Velsa Hansen, Martha Blakey,
and Liz Willard and appreciate their
volunteer hours.  
It’s August and time to get ready
for back to school books.  We have a
great selection of school text books,
home school books and teaching
aids.  Even though it has been hot the
holidays are approaching.  Now is a
good time to start selecting gift items.  
We have numerous books pertaining to
the upcoming holidays.  We also have
a collection of frameable photographs
to purchase from local photographer
Joyce McKenzie.  Sales tables have
been set up at the store.  The inventory
will be changed regularly so a bargain
can always be found.
The FOL Book store had the pleasure of hosting end of summer events
with the ESL (English as a second language) elementary, middle school, and
high school students.  Teachers Jane
Long and Elena Carlson made trips to
the book store possible.

Do You Shop Amazon? Help Us Out!

Do you shop on Amazon? Do you buy gifts, household items, or books? Did you know that you can help support the
Friends of the Library by doing your normal shopping on Amazon. Use Amazon Smile.
Start by going to smile.amazon.com
• If it’s your first time using Amazon Smile an overlay will appear over the page.
• There will be a search box in the lower right of the overlay.
• Search for “Friends of the Macon County Public Library”. We should appear as the
first result for that search term.
• Click the “Select” button next to our name.
• On the next page there will be a check box. Check this box and then click the “Start
Shopping” button.
• You will see another overlay thanking you and confirming that your purchase will
help support the Friends of the Macon County Public Library. This box will disappear
after a moment.
After this you can do your shopping on Amazon just like normal and a small portion of the
sale will go to support the Macon Friends of the Library.
Remember that the next time you want to shop on Amazon and support your local
Friends of the Library you will have to go back to smile.amazon.com search for Amazon
Smile and follow that link.
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Behind The Scenes - Meet The Volunteers

Brenda Platania-Whitacre
Brenda Platania-Whitacre started volunteering seasonally at the Friends of the Library
Book Store fifteen years ago. She became a year round volunteer two years ago. Monday mornings will find her manning the cash register with a cheerful smile and her ability
to assist customers locating books of their choice.  Brenda also takes care of sorting and
stocking VHS tapes and DVDs.  Before becoming a volunteer she would come to the
book store at least three times a week.  “I love to read and hope to be a Librarian in my
next life,” she said with a hearty laugh.  Brenda feels the Book Store is a great asset to
the community. Not only do the sales benefit the library, the store is an affordable place
to purchase books and media related materials.  “Parents purchase items for school
use as well as home schooling.  We have books on so many topics for all age groups,”
Brenda states.  Brenda attributes the success of the Book Store to the hard working and
dedicated volunteers.  Brenda is a retired school nurse and is in the process of training
her puppy Miss Molly to become a therapy dog.

Dorothy Reeme

Dorothy Reeme has been volunteering at the Macon County Library for thirteen years.  
Patrons will glimpse her quietly shelving books on Monday and Wednesday afternoons.  
Dorothy stated she was motivated to become a volunteer for several reasons.  She
wanted to do something to help the community, plus the fact that she really enjoys reading.”  She is amazed how many authors  new and old that she was unaware of.  “I enjoy
recommending books to the public and making them aware of the enormous selections
the library has to offer,” she said enthusiastically.  Dorothy said of the large variety of
programs and activities the library offers, the adult coloring group, book club, and movies
that are shown are her favorites.  “It is especially nice when discussions are held  after
the movies are shown,” she stated.  Dorothy said volunteering at the Library was very
comfortable and staff and volunteers felt like a big family. Speaking of family, Ron Reeme, Dorothy’s husband also volunteers at the Friends of the Library Book store.

September Is Library Card Signup Month
Today’s libraries are about more than
books. They are creative educational
spaces for learners from birth to high
school and beyond.  September is Library
Card Sign-up Month, a time when the
Macon County Public Library joins with the
American Library Association and public
libraries nationwide to make sure that our
students have the most important school
supply of all – a free library card.
Librarians provide important resources to
families whose children are at the earliest stages of development, by teaching
parents and caregivers the components of
early literacy which help children develop
the basic tools for school readiness. As of
2010, libraries in the United States offered
more than 2.3 million children’s programs,
which account for nearly two thirds of all
library programming.  At the Macon County
Public Library in 2015, over 18,000 people
attended children’s programs!
Older students can access high-speed
Internet, digital tools and the opportunity

to work with trained professionals on how
to use them. Librarians provide guided
training in digital
media and grow digital
literacy skills. Libraries
also provide equity of
access to digital tools
and media, which has
become increasingly
important in high-poverty areas where
students are less likely
to have a computer or
internet access in the
home.  
“Our library provides
access and programs
for students of all
ages,” says Cristen
Dando, youth services supervisor. “For
preschool age children we offer early literacy and story times to encourage school
readiness and for older children and teens

we supplement education with hands-on
science, technology, engineering, arts and
math (STEAM) programs.
There’s really something for
everyone, and it’s all free with
a library card.”
Throughout September,
the library will host several
contests to encourage children
to sign-up for a library card.  
Children who come to the
children’s area and show the
librarian their library card will
be entered into a drawing for a
free book.  Also, children who
visit the children’s area can
enter our “guess how many
Legos in the jar” contest.  The
winner of this contest will
receive the Legos.
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Summer Highlights for Adults
Professor WhizzPop wowed us again with a magic show
he put together just for teens and adults- something he’s only
done for MCPL . Our teen program has a special place in the
heart of Tom Hughes- aka
Professor WhizzPop-  so every
summer he gears a program
to our Teen Summer Reading
theme and welcomes adults as
well, and spends time talking
with folks afterwards about
some of his tricks.
We had a nearly standing
room only crowd in the Meeting
Room when Western Carolina
University’s recently developed
community outreach programWCU RoadWorks  brought
“The Complete Works of William Shakespeare, Abridged
and Revised” to the library.
Three actors- Sarina Montgomery, Sarah Luckadoo, and
Libby Rounds, and two crew
members- Demacy Kincaid,
Stage Manager & Wesley

Coming This Fall…
Thursday, August 25th, 7:00
p.m.  “Philly Cheese Steak Meets
Southern Fried Everything”Storytellers Lee Lyons and
Nancy Reeder, both residents of
Macon County, have teamed up to
share stories at the library. They’ve
worked together on and off the
stage with the Highlands Cashiers
Players and are also members of
the Highlands Writers’ Group and
the Asheville Storytelling Circle.
With wit and wisdom, their stories
show how they are different and
even, alike.
This September, collector Cynthia Solesbee will fill the Meeting Room walls with folk art that she has spent years gathering.
We hope to include other folk artists
and collectors in this show, and give
everyone a chance to talk about
their experiences in creating and
searching for this unique work. Past
folk art show talks have culminated
in an enjoyable evening of conversations, refreshments, and a closer
look at works by artists.
October
“Ghosts of Franklin” presented
by Jim Rose on Friday, Oct. 21st at
7:00 p.m.

Walker, Asst. Stage Manager- all students in the College of
Fine and Performing Arts gave a rollicking performance that
included Shakespeare’s entire canon in under an hour & a half.
It was exciting to see the talent being encouraged at the nearby
university, and we hope to work with them again next summer.
Another crowd-pleaser was the movie “Brooklyn” based on
the novel by Colm Tóibín. The Macon County Literary Group
which meets every other Wednesday afternoon at the library
approached us about showing the movie in collaboration with
their group’s reading of the book, and we agreed that it was a
great idea. We had over 40 people at the matinee! Moviegoers
enjoyed extra treats provided by the book club along with the
popcorn and movie provided by our programming funds. We
love to collaborate and bring new people in to the library, so if
you and your organization are interested in co-hosting a movie
showing, contact Kristina Moe at kmoe@fontanalib.org to discuss the licensing, scheduling and promotion details.

3rd Annual Read Local
Book Fair Is Set
Do you like to read?  Would you support local shopping and
local businesses for the holiday?  Want to meet current authors
from the Western North Carolina region?
If you can answer yes to any of these questions, you should
seriously consider attending the Read Local Book Fair sponsored
by the Fontana Regional Library.
Begun nearly 3 years ago in Macon County, it spread to Jackson County last year and this fall will see the first event in Swain
County.
Last year at the Macon
County Public Library, 30
local authors were present
to meet, sign copies of their
titles, and present readings
of their works. Approximately 900 people attended
throughout the 4 hours of
the event. Copies of the
author’s books were for
sale, both from the authors
themselves and from Books
Unlimited in Franklin.  At
the inaugural event for
Jackson County Public Library, it was a similar success, and City
Lights Bookstore from Sylva was present there.
This year will see expansion to Swain County, and Fontana
Regional Library looks to build to even greater success with this
event, which won recognition as the Read Local Book Fair was
named the Best Service Innovation Project for a public library of
its size across the state of North Carolina for the fiscal year 20142015.
Macon County Public Library/Franklin - Sat., November 5th
Jackson County Public Library-Sylva-Sat., November 12th
Marianna Black Library in Bryson City-date to be announced

Page 

FOLIO

3rd Quarter. 2016
NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
FRANKLIN, NC 28734
Permit No. 59

