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Books on Tap Raises Over $3000 for Library
A big THANK YOU to all…from the
Friends of the Macon County Library
for your support of the 2nd Annual
Books on Tap fundraiser.  Our board
members, Bookstore volunteers, and
library staff worked very hard to make
this a successful event.  They were
our ticket sales team, publicity staff,
and, most of all, our catering experts
who outdid themselves with the deli-

Challenge
Ahead!

The Friends of the Library are issuing
a challenge to help fund the replacement of the multimedia equipment in
the Library’s meeting room.  This equipment allows the library to do so many
things that community members enjoy:  
showing movies, sharing slides from
adventures all over the world, training
on everything from invasive plant species to star gazing, presentations from
authors, and lots more.
The equipment is nearly ten years
old and must be replaced.   The cost for
the new technology and its installation
is estimated at $27,000. This purchase
just isn’t possible with the library’s current operating budget.  
The Friends special event, Books
on Tap, raised over $3000 to be used
towards the purchase of the new equipment.  The Town of Franklin awarded
the library nearly $3000 for the equipment through their Non-Profit Funding
Pool Grant.
Now the Friends are issuing a
fundraising challenge.  For every dollar
donated, the Friends will match that
dollar, up to $5000.
If you’ve ever attended events in the
library’s meeting room, you know how
important the multimedia equipment is.  
Please help us meet this challenge
– consider giving your contribution
today.

cious food.
Thanks to all who purchased tickets,
gave donations, and participated in
the 50/50 drawing (especially the winner of the 50/50 drawing, Elaine McCollum, who donated her winnings to
the Friends of the Library).  We raised
$3,237 at the Books on Tap event.
Cheers to the Lazy Hiker Brewing Company for providing the great

venue for our fundraiser.  Mr. Lenny
Jordan and the servers were wonderful.  
Everyone who attended had time to
sit and relax with friends and neighbors, meet new friends, and enjoy
outstanding food and drink.  All while
supporting the library, which is an
important community asset that serves
us all.
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Words from the President....

Fall has arrived and, with it, another FOLIO full of information about the Books on Tap that was held in September and upcoming events that I know you will enjoy.    The
2nd Annual Books on Tap was, once again, a fun event.
Please remember that these “events” help the Library
with specific items they need.  Your membership dues
and your purchases at the Bookstore help to fund many
programs at the Library throughout the year.  If you are not
a member of the Friends of the Library, please consider
joining our organization.  Your dues, small or large, adds
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to our contributions to the Library.  With Christmas on the
horizon, think about giving someone a “Life Membership”
as a gift from you or in memory of a friend or loved one.   
To learn more about Life Memberships, please contact us
for information at  www.maconlibraryfriends.org.
I hope you enjoy this edition of the FOLIO.
Ann McCormick, President

Friends Of The Library To Change Membership Structure

Starting January 1st, 2017, our membership structure
will be changing. New membership levels will be Bronze at
$15, Silver at $25, Gold at $50, and Platinum at $100. Life
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memberships will continue to function the same and will
remain one time donation of $250.
This should help to eliminate some confusion for new
members as to what level of support is right for them and
help the Friends of the Library continue to support the
programs and services our public library provides as it
continues to face increasing financial pressure.
If you would like to renew your membership at the current levels before the change happens we would welcome
you to do so. You may do this by mail using the membership form always found on the back of the FOLIO or in
person by stopping by the Bookstore at 115 Highlands
Road.

Membership Report
New Members................................Roberta Nichols
New Life Members................................Sally Payne
Individual...............................................................88
Double...................................................................46
Family....................................................................26
Corporate................................................................1
Patron .....................................................................5
Life.........................................................................79
Total Members ....................................................245
Estimated Membership*....................................... 317
*Estimate based on 2 adult members in each ‘Double’ and
‘Family’ type households

Library closings for the holidays:

Friday, November 11 for Veterans’ Day
Thursday, November 24 and Friday, November 25
for Thanksgiving
Friday, December 23 – Monday, December 26
for Christmas
Monday, January 2
for New Year’s Day
Monday, January 16
for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Our regular library hours are now:
Monday – Thursday 9:00 am – 7:00 pm
Friday – Saturday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
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Community Health Fair Expands to Library
-Jessica Gunter,
Administrative Assistant
Health Sciences Southwestern
Community College
In September, the Macon County
Public Library, in partnership with
Southwestern Community College’s
Health Science division, hosted a
community Health Fair. This fair provided guests with the opportunity to
learn about health fields, mental and
physical diseases and, perhaps most
importantly, disease prevention. The
library displayed health-related books
for guests to browse or borrow and
even offered a nutrition-based story
time for younger patrons.
Representatives of several vendors
from throughout the area - as well as
all 15 of SCC’s Health Science programs - were present at the fair. Most
offered an interactive component.
The American Red Cross was on site
collecting blood donations, and SCC’s
Medical Assisting students offered
guests the chance to sign up for the
National Bone Marrow Registry while
the Macon County Police Department
taught about the dangers of leaving
children and pets in an unattended
car.
Whether guests chose to relax with
a free chair massage, spin the wheel
with Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care
Center, or learn more about their current health with one of the many free

screenings and services offered by
SCC’s student groups, much fun was
had by all!
The community Health Fair is an
annual event hosted each fall by
SCC’s Health Sciences division. If you
missed out this year, we look forward
to seeing you next time!

Thank you for this opportunity and
for partnering with SCC for this year’s
Health Fair!
_________________________
1225 people visited the library during the Health Fair, more than twice
the usual visitors to the library on any
given Tuesday.”

Read Local Book Fair Returns In November
Fontana Regional Library will celebrate our local authors
with the Read Local Book Fair.  This year, in addition to Macon
County Public Library’s third year and Jackson County’s second
year, Swain County will have their debut Book Fair.  
Every event will be hosted a the respective library on successive Saturdays in November:   Macon County on November
5, Jackson County on November 12, and Swain County on
November 19.  The events are open to the public from 10:00
am to 1:00 pm and will feature three different groups of local
authors.  Over thirty authors will be participating in the Macon
County event. You’ll have an opportunity to not only meet the
authors, but also to purchase their titles, just in time for the
holidays!   New this year, the Macon County event will feature
some hands-on book crafts.
Join us at your preferred library or attend all three Book Fairs,
we hope to see you there!
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Library Patrons Can Assist
With NASA Experiments
Darlene Carter, Science professor at Arizona State University contacted the
library to ask for help in conducting a citizen science project that will involve taking and reporting data analysis that will help NASA. The 4 El NINO Experiments
are:
1. Cloud Protocol
2. Surface Temperature Protocol
3. Precipitation Protocol
4. Soil Moisture Active Passive Protocol.
Patrons can check out a kit from the library to conduct experiments concerning
one or all four protocols. Time spent doing these experiments can be as little as
five minutes to several days.
Matt Cass from SCC will be holding a workshop to explain how to do the experiments and why they are so important.
One of the soil sample kits will be used by Macon Early College science classes.
The other kit can be checked out by patrons. This program is in conjunction
with a Rural Science Gateway Grant that the library won to encourage Adults to
participate in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math or STEM activities.

Under The Stars
At The Library

The library is collaborating with
Western Carolina University and the
Asheville Astronomy Club to host a
The library is excited to be the recipient of a National Science Foundation
stargazing evening at the library on
grant called Rural Gateways.  Rural Gateways is your gateway to learning about
Thursday, November 27 at 6:00 pm  
science in your everyday life! Watch for news about programs this winter and next
All ages are welcome.  Dr. Gomez, a
spring.
professor at WCU, will kick things off
The programs, developed for adults, are called “Pushing the Limits.” Sevwith an introductory presentation.  Parenty-five other rural communities throughout the United States have successfully
ticipants can then move outside where
offered these programs. Each program explores ideas about science and techtelescopes will be set-up for star-gaznology in informal discussions that include short videos, author interviews, and
ing.  We will also have space related
recommended popular books including T.C. Boyle’s When the Killing’s Done, Erik
activities for children.
Larson’s Thunderstruck, Clive Cussler’s Arctic Drift, and Jean Auel’s Land of the
Painted Caves.

Library Receives STEM Grant

Remember When…?

.

(excerpt reprinted from The Franklin Press April 8, 1976)

Old Library To Go On Auction Block
The Macon County Board of Commissioners Monday resolved to sell at
public auction the old county library building downtown. No specific date was
set for the auction, pending a review of the legal considerations involved.
County Attorney Richard S. Jones Jr. advised the board that the county
could sell the old two-story building by advertising for sealed bids, by negotiating for a sale and subsequently advertising for raised bids, or by auctioning the building off.  The board chose the auction because members felt that
method might yield the most money.
Any money from the sale will be channeled into the construction of the
new county library building, board members noted.  The purchaser of the old
building will not have access to it until the library services are moved to the
new building.
The county will have the right to reject any or all bids after the auction,
Jones said.
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Friends Support Reading Rover in Macon County
These adorable smiling faces are preschoolers at Children’s Discovery in Franklin.
They have just enjoyed a spectacular
story time using materials from the Reading
Rover Bookmobile.  Some of the books used
included Sophie’s Squash ,read aloud by
their teacher followed with a reading of The
Story of Ferdinand by Ms. Deanna, Outreach
Services Librarian.  
The children enjoyed a chant that is designed to help them learn the parts of a book.  
The children also shared with Ms. Deanna
their favorite book from the bookmobile.  The
support of the Friends of the Library group is
instrumental in getting quality early literacy
materials into the hands of these eager learners.  Thank you for your continued support!

Library Computer & Technology Programs
Think about this: if your phone fell
in the river today and could not be
retrieved, what would you have lost?
Would you still have phone numbers for
all of your contacts? What about all the
pictures you’ve taken? If you’ve been
backing up your phone “to the cloud,”
do you know how to get it out of the
cloud and onto a new phone?
These are some of the questions
posed in recent computer & technology classes at the Library, and with
new computers installed this summer,

the computer lab has been busier than
ever. The library offered ten computer
classes in July, August, and September on topics including Internet Basics,
Computer Basics, and iPhone/iPad. We
also welcomed volunteer Technology
Mentors from the Jackson County Public Library—Roger Bacon as instructor
and Lisa Bacon assisting to teach two
popular classes on Microsoft Excel. We
hope to build on this kind of community
participation here in Macon County so
when a person wants to learn a new

Coloring Up A Storm!
The Library sponsors an Adult Coloring group every Friday at 2:00 pm.
We have been meeting since March of
2016. We currently have an average
of  six members, but we are always
open for anyone that wants to join us.
If you don’t have a coloring book or
have not invested in supplies, we also
provide those. We all bring our pens
and pencils to share with the group.  
Don’t miss the color display of finished works at the library this fall. We
encourage everyone to come see the
beautiful items we have worked on all
summer.

digital skill, like sharing photographs,
preventing junk email, or backing up
important files, they can always find
help at the library. Computer & technology programs will continue through the
winter, with plans underway for topics
on Facebook, Email, Photo Organization, Microsoft Word, and Android
devices. So, if you’re not sure whether
your data is safely backed up, in the
cloud or elsewhere, come to the library
to find out.
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Behind The Scenes - Meet The Volunteers

Abby Stewart

Abby Stewart, a 15-year-old sophomore at Franklin High School has been volunteering in the children’s area of the library for over a year.  “I first became interested
in volunteering at the library when I came to the Harry Potter Night at the library
when I was 11.  I thought it was so cool that there were teen volunteers helping out
with the program,” stated Abby when asked why she wanted to volunteer at the
library.  
Abby enjoys many aspects of volunteering in the children’s area.  “I like talking to
the little kids.  Plus, I love helping out on Lego Club day and seeing what the kids
make.  And, of course, I love the gerbils.”  Abby is not sure what she wants to do
when she grows up, but she knows she wants to have a job where she is helping
people.
“Abby has been a huge asset to the children’s area.  She is reliable, great with the
kids, and works well with staff members and volunteers,” says Cristen Dando, youth
services supervisor.  

Nancy Lynch

Nancy Lynch has been part of the Friends of the Library the past four years. After
retiring as an assistant kindergarten teacher for thirty years, a friend suggested that
she volunteer at the Bookstore.  Not only is she a volunteer, she is a board member
of the Friends of the Library, and completing her second year as its secretary. With
her many years of experience working with children, Nancy has the perfect position at
the Bookstore. She is the coordinator of the children’s area which consists of sorting,
cleaning, pricing, and stocking the children’s books. Nancy willingly steps in to run
the cash register when needed.
“I truly enjoy volunteering at the Bookstore.  I meet such great and friendly people.  
I feel like I am giving back to the community,” she says with a heartwarming smile.
Nancy says she enjoys doing puzzles or curling up with a good book and her little
dog Snowflake beside her.

Bookstore News....

The volunteers at the Friends of
the Library Bookstore have been busy
bees. A very generous donation of 800
books from a private collection was
given to the Bookstore.  The books
were packed up and brought in trucks
to the Bookstore by volunteers.  A
hearty thank you for those who assisted!
.  Complete collections of popular
authors James Patterson, Robert
Parker, Harlen Coben, and Jan Karon
to name several of the many authors.  
Volunteers have been diligently sorting, cleaning, pricing, and stocking the
shelves.
We have a very large selection
of children’s books in the “Kids Corner.”  A gift of a book is a great way to
encourage a child to learn the love of

reading.
The holidays are fast approaching.  Stop by the store and browse the
many and varied craft, decorating and

cook books available.  Now is the time
to start making that festive centerpiece, plan what cookies to make, and
sew a holiday quilt wall hanging.
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Library Hosts Halloween Trickor-Treat Costume Parade
The Library in Franklin hosted a Halloween themed
storytime and trick-or-treat costume parade on Tuesday,
October 25 at 10:00 am.  Children were encouraged to
come to storytime dressed in costume.  After storytime,
children went trick-or-treating through the library.  Library
staff handed out candy and community members came and
assisted.  The library provided the candy.

Santa, Songs, Stories and Snacks – Thanks to the FOL
The Library and the Friends of the Macon County Public Library will
co-sponsor a Christmas themed storytime with Christmas caroling on
Tuesday, December 20 at 10:00 am in the living room of the library.  The
event will include Christmas stories, Christmas carols and a visit from
Santa Claus.  
Thanks to the Friends, everyone can also enjoy cookies, juice and
coffee, and all children will receive a free book from Santa Claus!
For school-aged children, we will hold a Christmas themed event at
3:30 pm on Tuesday, December 20.  Again, thanks to the Friends of the
Library, children can enjoy cookies and hot chocolate, while listening to
Christmas stories and singing Christmas carols.

Teens To Enter Float In Christmas Parade
The Teen Advisory Group (TAG)
at the Library plans to enter a float in
Franklin’s annual Christmas parade
to be held November 27 at 3:00 pm.  
The parade theme is “We believe in
Christmas” and TAG members intend
to begin costume preparation and float
design during the second week of
November.

This is the fifth year TAG members
have entered a float. They’ve won
Grand Champion twice.
On November 9, from 4:00 to 5:00
pm a planning meeting will be held in
the program room at the library.  Anyone who is interested is encouraged
to attend.  We need young children to
walk or ride on the float and people
to help with construction, props and
costumes.  We are also looking for
someone who has a vehicle capable
of pulling an eighteen  foot trailer.
This is a great opportunity for those
who need volunteer hours for school,
job experience or college applications.
TAG meets on the last Wednesday of the month in November, from
3:30-5:00 p.m. and is always looking
for new tween, teen and college-age
members. Anime Club meets on the
first Thursday of the month in November and December from 4:00-6:00
p.m. and is also seeking new mem-

bers. TAG is currently planning a “Yule
Ball” event in lieu of TAG (since TAG
occurs over the holidays) which will
take place on December 14.
For more information about parade
participation or teen programs, e-mail
maconteens@fontanalib.org or call the
library @ 524-3600 and ask to speak
with Ellen, the TAG Advisor.

Library to Host Children’s “Pajama Party”
New Year’s Eve
The Library  will host a Pajama
Party on New Year’s Eve for kids on
Saturday, December 31.  The event
will start at 11:00 a.m. and a snowflake will be dropped at 12 noon (not
midnight!).  
The program will feature books,
games, music, crafts, and light refreshments.  Children and parents are
encouraged to come in their pajamas.
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