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Words from the New President…
It was a rainy Saturday just over three years ago. To kill some time, I decided to venture in the
Friends of the Library Bookstore. While perusing the books, a very nice lady whom I had known since I
was a teenager walked up to me. She said “Jeff, don’t leave without me talking to you.” I assumed it was so
we could catch up on things since I had gone to high school with her daughter and son. However, what Mrs.
Dyar, whom I now call Sally, wanted to ask me about was if I would be willing to become a director on the
Friends of the Library board. Though grateful to be asked, I really didn’t know much about the Friends.
But after a few weeks of consideration and some friendly persuasion, I relented. And it was a great decision.
Since that time, I’ve met some of the kindest, most intelligent, and most enthusiastic people one could
ever hope to meet. Their dedication to the library and promoting its place in the community has been
inspiring to me and I am thankful to now be a part of the Friends. A few months ago, in a similar turn of
events as before, that same nice lady came up to me at one of our board meetings and asked if I would
consider being the next president. And, just like before, I was hesitant and tried to get out of it. However,
she was persistent. So, I write this as the new President of the Friend of the Library. My hope is that I can be
as supportive and excited about our organization as many of our members are. Your participation and generosity is most appreciated and I look forward to working with you as we continue our mission.
~Jeff Clark
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Library Closings:

Published quarterly by the
Friends of the Macon County Public Library, Inc.,
115 Highlands Road., Franklin, NC 28734,
a non-profit organization.

Veterans Day: November 11, 2021
Thanksgiving: November 25 & 26, 2021
Christmas: December 24, 25 & 26, 2021
New Years Day: January 1, 2022

Our Mission: We are dedicated to assisting our Library with funds
raised by the sale of donated books, magazines, and records in a
Bookstore run entirely by Friends volunteers. We also seek to
strengthen citizens’ support of the Library by encouraging their use
of the Library resources and services.

Membership Report

THE FRIENDS OF THE MACON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
President: Jeff Clark
Vice President: Max West
Secretary: Bobbie Contino
Treasurer: Beth Hensley
Directors:
Mike Decker, Alan Frederick, Barbara McLellan,
Sharon Sellers, Roberta Swank
Immediate Past President: Sally Dyar
Bookstore Administrators: Bookstore Committee members
Website: www.maconlibraryfriends.org

New Members:
Tim Layman, Becky Peeliry, Jean Farmer,
Randy Holvey, Mardi White
New Lifetime Members:
Carol Kitzner
Bronze .......................................................
Silver .........................................................
Gold ...........................................................
Platinum ....................................................
Senior ........................................................
Life ............................................................

36
42
15
8
25
89

Total Membership ...................................... 215

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Bookstore Committee:
Betty Bulgin, Nancy Lynch, Grace Johnson, Annette Floreani
Historian: Sally Payne
Hospitality: Elaine Bradley
Membership: Gwen Stanfield
Programs: Henrietta Haithcock
Publicity/Folio: Open
Volunteer Recruiter/Trainer: Annette Floreani, Nancy Kershaw
Bookstore Volunteer Scheduler: Annette Floreani
Web Coordinator: Sally Payne
MACON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY LIAISON
Karen Wallace, County Librarian
Website: www.fontanalib.org
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Words from the Past President…

Jeff Clark & Henrietta Haithcock present Sally Dyar with flowers in
appreciation of her work as President of Friends of the Library

Four years have passed quickly, even with the slowdown of
Covid. I’m officially the Past President and wish to welcome
Jeff Clark as the NEW President of FOL. He’s been a Director on
our Board for several years and has shown the interest and
dedication to our goals that will make for his excellent leadership.
The FOL Board with whom I have worked has been the best!
We have become friends as well, which makes meetings a
pleasure. Thanks to each one of you…and thanks that you will
be continuing to serve on the Board ….A sad Goodbye to
Treasurer, Susan Parrott, who is leaving the area, and Welcome to Bobbi Contino, who is joining the Board.
~ Sally Dyar

Announcing new book by Henrietta S. Haithcock, Program Chairman of FOL Board...
“The Falls of Tar River”
Stories of the Deal and Sellers Families.
The Falls of Tar River, where the river flows from the Piedmont
and enters the Coastal Plain Region of North Carolina, continues its quest through Edgecombe and Nash Counties on to the
Pamlico River; it empties into the Pamlico Sound before its final
destination, the Atlantic Ocean. The Deal and Sellers families’
lineage began in this region, and continues as the stories flow
like the rhythm of the river into the next generations.
Copies are available for purchase from the author.

Art created by James Kline Underwood

Little Free Library Dedication at Macon Middle School...
Macon County has another Little Free Library! The non
-profit group Read2Me, through donations from Rotary Club of Franklin, have installed a new Little Free
Library at the Macon Middle School. This library is
dedicated in honor of Clayton Higdon Ramsey. Ramsey
was an educator for 34 years as a teacher, assistant
superintendent, and the first principal of Macon Middle School. He had a lifelong passion for teaching,
learning, farming, camping, and horseback riding.
This little library was built by Macon Middle School students. The library, located at 1345 Wells Gove Road in
Franklin, was dedicated on May 18th . It’s stocked with books collected by members of the community, children’s books donated to Read2Me, and books donated to the Friends of the Library. Everyone is encouraged
to use the Little Free Libraries to find something to read, where they can “take a book and return a book.”
Thanks go out to all of the volunteers who made this little library possible.
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Ways to Donate Without Extra Cost to You...
Smile.amazon.com has been donating 0.5% of qualifying customer purchases, to a
million different charities, totaling over $156 billion dollars. (We have already
received $425 as of May 2021 from those who designated Friends of the Library as
their charity of choice.) You get the exact same prices, huge selection, and convenient shopping experience as with the regular amazon.com, but with the added benefit of donating to the Friends, with no added cost to you.
You can open a new smile.amazon.com account or re-designate your current account
to a “smile” account by going to the web browser on your computer or mobile device. Products which are
labeled “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” are used for making the donations (recurring Subscribe-andSave purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible). You just order under the
smile.amazon.com designation, and they tally the donation.

Another way to give…
You may also donate used clothing to Repeats Consignment (2 doors
down from the FOL bookstore) and give FOL the credit! Make an appointment with Althea Jowers, 828-369-9600, to accept clothing and
use #6007 for your donation. It’s one more way to assist the Library!

ThriftBooks...
Bookstore staff have found another way to sell some of the books donated
to our store. Books that we have showcased, and then offered at a real bargain price because they have not sold, are offered to a bulk sales organization that pays us for what they are able to sell on our behalf. We have
trained several people to scan the ISBN number of each book we want to
send, to make sure ThriftBooks wants it. They don’t take all we wish they
did! But we save what they want until we have enough boxes to stack on a
pallet for pickup by a trucking company that ThriftBook sends for our load. A
month or so later, we are notified about sales of that pallet-full, and sent a
check. Since March 2021, we have sent off 6 pallets of 48 boxes each and
made about $1,026. It’s just one more way your generous donations support
our Macon County Public Library.

...The work is not over nor will it ever be...Commissioners, the Friends and others
must remain active and aware of the needs—for more staff, more books, and more
equipment, for the circulation and use of the library is growing and will continue to
do so!
~Adelaide Key, February 24, 1977
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Friends offer a series of Books & Bites...
Bestselling author Susan Meissner recently spoke at a Books & Bites program at
the Macon County Public Library sponsored by the Friends of the Library. Meissner has more than half a million novels published in fifteen languages. A former
newspaper editor and award-winning columnist, Susan writes historical fiction
that gets to the heart of both where we are and where we’re going. While in
Franklin, Susan spoke about her latest novel, The Nature of Fragile Things, as
well as highlighted elements of some of her previous works. Check out some of
her other works at the Macon County Library including The Last Year of the
Susan Meissner
War, Secrets of a Charmed Life, As Bright as Heaven, The Girl in the Glass, and A
Sound Among Trees. Find these titles and more in multiple formats such as: e-audiobook, e-book, regular
and large print through the library.
Books & Bites is a series of afternoon programs that bring authors to talk about their books and do book
signings while attendees enjoy light refreshments. Friends’ Hospitality chair Elaine Bradley provided an assortment of finger-friendly foods that beckoned people to the lovely table of goodies. Suzanne Harouf of
Books Unlimited was on site for book sales, which were autographed upon request.
September 4th, Books & Bites hosted Kristin Harmel as the
second of this year’s featured authors. Kristen’s most recent
book release, The Forest of Vanishing Stars, was the subject
of the book talk.

First time novelist Michael Almond will speak on his debut
book The Tannery at the next Books & Bites program on
October 23rd at 3:30 pm.

Kristin Harmel

Michael Almond

The KAVE at the Bookstore...
Unless you’ve run across the back parking lot at the bookstore,
to haul books in your car, or to meet customers at our
“flagged” storage unit, you have no idea of the breath or energy expended! But good news! Our kind new neighbors at Appalachian Ink allowed us to build a storage area into the unused
space in their back room. Annette Floreani and Paul Farley
designed and built the room, then broke through to our back
room. They added lots of shelving,
lighting, and a door….and made us a new
storage area that we find most handy! We are paying Appalachian Ink
monthly for use of their space.
We call it the KAVE…and no longer have to trot across the parking lot
to accept donations! What a blessing!
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Friends of the Library 50th Anniversary Event Rescheduled...
~1971 to 2021~
It’s hard to believe that the Friends of the Library organization has reached its 50 th
year in existence! But then again, it shows a need being met by a whole lot of caring, generous people all through these past 50 years.
The FOL Board will be sending out invitations to all its members, local leaders of
government and businesses, and to the public at large to join us in celebrating this
anniversary. Due to the current Covid surge, the celebration social event has been
postponed to Spring of 2022. Details will be
forthcoming to ensure safety and convenience for all who would like to
attend.
Part of the celebration will be a presentation to the library of a beautiful, locally created wooden time box to be opened in 50 years. Included
in the time box will be items of current interest related to recognition of
the 50th anniversary. Part of this inclusion of mementos will be 2-3 books by
authors with strong Macon County origins /connections, which will be revealed
in 2071.
The FOL board is requesting recommendations of local authors to be considered for inclusion. Possible authors already under consideration include:
• Charles Frazier
• Henrietta Haithcock
• Greg Clark
• John and Cathy Sill
• Jim Shope
• Loretta Holland
If you have a vote or another recommendation please contact Alan Frederick at alanfred1956@gmail.com by
October 31.

50th Anniversary Poem by Cloe Murphy...
FOL at Fifty Years
It happened fifty years ago. The date was seventy one. A group of folks from Franklin said,
“Something must be done, Our library needs perking up. I’ve noticed from its looks it’s lacking one important thing: a plenitude of books. It seems that books cost money, and this they
have not got. We’ll form a group, call ourselves Friends, and give this thing a shot.”
They took off like a race car, with a book fair, and then two merchants pitched in, then scout
troops, and lots of others too. They collected used books and opened a store. Helped by free
rent from merchants galore the time it passed by, years had been spent. And the merchants said, “Friends,
we really need rent.”
So some folks named Landrum, Andrews and Key, plus I’m sure there were others, (they all worked for free)
boxed up those books for a very short stay at the library building, and then went away to a REAL store, on
Highlands Road, a place of their own. A genuine, brand new, well earned mile stone.
So now, with another short move just next door, You’ve got what you see now. We’ve got books galore! You
can find bird books and books about history, we have fiction, non fiction and shelves just of mystery. It’s the
place where you come when you just want to look and find quite a treasure; a thing called a BOOK.
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Emily Deal, our newest FOL volunteer stated, “Since working here, I’ve had to add a new
bookshelf.” We LOVE that! Emily is 16, a junior at Macon Early College, and has proven to be a
special asset at the bookstore. She says she loves books and that her dad brought her to the
store as a youngster for years.
Emily likes “organizing things”, cooking, hiking, and is part of a family of scrap bookers. She is
partial to the book series, “ A City of Bones”, especially likes Jazz and Southern gospel music, and admires
the writing of Oscar Wilde. She is not a fan of chocolate…or online classes, and worries that she has not
learned enough the past year from remote classes. She hopes to study at WCU to become a Nutritionist.
Emily has become a favorite with the other bookstore volunteers. We appreciate her agreeable attitude and
hope she volunteers with us FOREVER!

Robert Morgan-Kirkpatrick (Robby)
Hi, my name is Robby. The wife and I moved up to Franklin about a year ago from Navarre,
Florida. I’ve spent the last 14 years working for call centers, 13 and a half of that for one of the
largest cable communications companies in the United States. I’ve also spent time this past
year getting back into substitute teaching here in Macon County for the local school board and
for Trimont Christian Academy. In my spare time I serve as the librarian, volunteer coordinator
and assistant to the gift shop manager for the Franklin Gem & Mineral Society based at the local museum. I
also enjoy rock painting, hiking/walking, D&D, and finding ways to entertain others with my puppets. I look
forward to working with everyone here at the library!

Kerri Arbuthnot...
For the past year, I have worked with Tabitha and the wonderful team that is the children's department at the Macon County Public Library. We have worked through challenging times with
figuring out how libraries, programming for children and safety concerns with Covid, all fit in
together. I have admired Tabitha's leadership in the children's department in navigating
through such unfamiliar territory with Covid, and I am honored to be given the opportunity to
take over as Supervisor for the children's department at MCPL. My team and I hope to return to
programming as best and safely as possible. Our goal is to continue excellent service to our patrons and encourage children of all ages to foster a love of reading and lifelong learning. While I wish Tabitha all the best
in her new venture and will miss her terribly, I look forward to the journey ahead as we continue to show just
how magical libraries really are.

Farewell from Tabitha...
After several wonderful years of laughter and learning, I am sad to say that my time with the
Macon County Public Library is coming to an end. I have accepted a faculty librarian position at
a college in South Carolina and will be leaving MCPL as of August 25 th. This change is bittersweet to say the least, as it marks both the beginning of an exciting new chapter in my life and
the end of a beautiful journey as your Children's Librarian here in Franklin. Though it pains me
to say goodbye, I will always cherish our time together and will use everything you have taught
me to show other big kids like me just how magical libraries can be when I start my new job as a college
librarian.

NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Yes!

Sign me up as a NEW Friend of
the Macon County Public Library

I want to help our public library. Sign me up as a NEW member
of the Friends of the Library in the following category:
Bronze Membership
$15 a year

Silver Membership
$25 a year

Gold Membership
$50 a year

Platinum Membership
$100 a year

Name:
Local Address:
City, State, Zip:
Local Phone:
E-Mail:
Other Address (if applicable)

Street/Route:
Lifetime Membership
$250 on payment
Please make checks payable to:

Friends of the Macon County Public Library
I understand that my membership card will be issued
in accordance with Friends of the Macon County Public
Library procedures.

City, State, Zip:
Dates Available:
From

to
Mail to:
Friends of the Library
115 Highlands Rd.
Franklin, NC 28734

